
Preparing the Next Generation of Leaders.  
2 Timothy 2:2 

Greetings from the Huffmans!             November 2008  
 
We have had great ministry this Fall!  Here is example God has been helping us prepare the next generation 
of leaders.  “Sasha” and “Vitaliy”  are two university freshmen that came to our English Club several weeks ago.  
They are both really nice guys and can converse in English, with a little help from each other.  Danny (a Romanian 
student at our missionary training center) and Mark both hit it off with these two, so they asked them if they could 
meet in a couple days to get to know each other better and to help them practice English.  They both immediately 
replied, "Yes!"   
 
Sasha is from a Muslim family in south central Russia.  When he 
was 13 his parents were two weeks away from a divorce when a 
neighbor invited them to church.  Sasha, his parents, and his brother 
all went and they all met Christ!  Now, 6 years later, Sasha's parents 
have a great marriage and are serving Christ in south central Russia.   
 
Vitaliy  is from north of Siberia within the Artic Circle.  When he 
was about 12, his father was beaten up because he was a follower of 
Christ.  He died a few days later in the hospital.  This martyrdom 
did not dissuade Vitaliy from following Christ, but made him even 
more determined. 
 
Danny and I now meet almost every week with Sasha and Vitaliy, helping them with their English, but also 
discipling them, preparing them to return back to represent Christ in the hostile environments they come from after 
they graduate from university. 
 
This fall we have seen a huge increase in the number of people coming 
to Bible study – as many as 39 one week, crowded into our living 
room!   Most weeks, our van was overloaded with students coming to 
our home for Bible study.  So, we decided to move Bible study to the 
university where there is plenty of room.  After a discussion about an 
Old Testament Bible Hero, we usually divide into small groups where 
we talk about how to apply the principles from the Bible study to our 
own lives.  It’s great to see the student’s hunger not only for English, 
but for relationships and knowing more about God. 
 
We’ve also had a large increase in students attending English club 
since we moved it to the university.  Each week we have a theme – like traffic accidents or inventions – and have 
activities and discussions based around the theme.  It’s a great way to meet students and begin a relationship with 
them and then invite them to other activities like Bible study or church or laser tag! 
 
Perhaps our biggest challenge in this former communist country has been 
trying to keep up with the ever changing laws and requirements about 
living here as foreigners.  Our team mate Laura was detained at the 
border after a trip to an orphanage we work with outside Ukraine, and 
given 5 days to leave the country.  We have been stopped and asked 
about the length of our days here in Ukraine, but have not been asked to 
leave.  Arkadiy has been a big blessing to us in getting paperwork 
finished and turned into the religious affairs office so we can apply for a 
new visa. Living in such visible uncertainty really keeps us focused on 
why we are here!   
 

Mark's brother, Doug, leading Bible study in 
our living room. 

Alyona, Ksusha, Alyona and Ira in a small 
group discussion at English Club. 

Mark, leading prayer time at our new 
home church. 



Our greatest joy has been starting a new church!  God has brought together a team of people, including 3 students 
from our missionary training center to help Mark and Arkadiy with the leadership of this new church.  We have met 
for one month, in our living room, as a group of people dedicated to God’s Word and to each other.  We are studying 
the book of Ephesians as a foundation for understanding the wealth of God’s church and the way we should walk as 
God’s church.  It’s interesting how the battle over visas began the week this new church began to shine its light here 
in this neighborhood! 
 
This falls’s missionary training center (IMM) is two-thirds done 
and is going great!  We are thankful for the wise and godly teachers 
God has brought this fall:  John Pipes, Doug and Deb Huffman, 
Roy and Marti Wisner, Dan Driscoll, Mike Williamson, Dave 
Jongeward and our own Arkadiy, Ben and Mark.  The students have 
studied World Missions, Bible study methods, Relationships, 
Discipleship, Missions, Leading Bible study’s, Evangelism, Old 
Testament survey, Theology, Personal Finance, Raising Support – 
and others!  The 7 students are working hard, and making plans for 
their internships.  We expect to be a part of sending them to 
Uganda, Belarus and Ukraine.   
 
The Huffman boys are working hard in school also.  Their first 
quarter is finished and it has gone well.  They are learning to strive 
for excellence!  Getting to and from school is a hassle – an hour 
ride on a very crowded bus both ways.  They are glad to have great 
teachers and some new classmates this year.  Outside of school they 
help us with English club, play on the worship team, take music 
lessons, work out at the fitness center, and build relationships with 
youth here.  We are thankful for them!  
 
Praises this month: 
Mark :  Dasha, one of my freshmen students, made a confession of 
faith!  Our new church has been going well and growing!   
Kim :  Weekly discipleship meeting with Alyona – she’s growing! 
Chris:  Our new church and worship team. 
Ben:  School is going well.    
Nate:  School is going well. 
Prayer Requests this month: 
Mark :  Four girls involved in our church and ministries do not know Christ.  Please pray for them. 
Kim :  Understanding of the Russian language; discipleship 
Chris:  115 days of school yet this school year.   
Ben:  Our visa situation.  Pray for the paperwork to be finished by Dec. 12! 
Nate:  Still, diligence to work hard at piano and guitar lessons. 
  
Thank you for your partnership and your prayers!  May it all result in more glory for God! 
Mark, Kim, Chris, Ben & Nate 
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The Huffmans, 2493 319th Lane NE, Cambridge, MN  55 008                   Mark@HuffmanNews.com  
 
For the color version of this letter with a few pictures, on the Internet go to:  
http://www.huffmannews.com/whatnow.htm and select the November 2008 Update.   
 
 

Taking time for some fun and relationship 
building at a local laser tag club. 

Arkadiy, Doug and Deb with our 7 missionary 
students. 



 
HUFFMAN FAMILY CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Mark@HuffmanNews.com 
US Address: 
        The Huffmans, 2493 319th Lane NE, Cambridge, MN  55008 
US Office/Support/Donation Address: 
        International Messengers, PO Box 618, Clear Lake IA 50428-0618 
Ukraine Mail Address:  (This is not where we live, but is the best way to get mail to us.)   

(Please do not send packages here.) 
Mark Huffman 
c/o Allukranina Association of Jewish Holocaust Survivors 
Odessa Jewish Cultural Center 
U1 Malaya Arnautskaya 46 Odessa      
UKRAINE 

Ukraine Phone:  
763-219-8150  This is a Cambridge, Minnesota Number that rings on our computer in Odessa with voice 
mail! 

Cell Phones:     
Mark Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4260 
Kim Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4261 
Chris Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4262 
Ben Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4263 
Nate Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4264 
(This is what you dial from the US.  If you are in Ukraine, don't dial the 011.)   
(From the US this can be an expensive call unless you get an International calling card or have an 
International calling plan.) 

Internet/Skype Phone: mdhuffman   
If you have high-speed Internet, we can talk over the Internet for free! Yes, it is free.   
                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy 15th Birthday Ben! 
  
 
 
Two sets of Huffman brothers aiming high! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ben had TWO birthday cakes for his birthday!  
Artem was glad to help with them both.   The boy’s classroom. 



 

Kim teaching a song to her elementary school students. 
Soaring to new heights: Mark, Ben, Nate and Doug. 

Faces of friends.  Do you recognize anyone? 

Nate gets intense playing soccer after a picnic on the 
beach! 


