
Preparing the Next Generation of Leaders.  
2 Timothy 2:2 

Greetings from the Huffmans!             May/June 2008  
 
The church in Ukraine is growing.  In our neighborhood, in our district, all across 
Ukraine, Orthodox Churches are being built.  The orthodox believe these beautiful 
buildings are their temples, “monuments of salvation.”  But Scripture tells us that 
people are God’s temple, people that will spend an eternity somewhere.  That is our 
focus here, investing our time and effort into people, specifically the youth, that 
they might spend eternity with their Savior! 
 
That of course starts with the youth in our home.  Friday the 13th was a great day 

for us – we finished school!  We are all glad to be done with exams and papers and formal studying.  It wasn’t an 
easy year, but the guys were diligent and have matured academically, and in understanding what it means to serve.  
One morning a week the last month of school, the guys helped lead a basketball clinic for kids at the local school.  
Some weeks it was older boys who wanted to learn basketball, some weeks it was 7 year old girls who didn’t want to 
learn basketball.  Either way it was a good opportunity to serve and continue our relationship with this school! 
 
Chris has a unique opportunity to travel to western Ukraine with Zhenya, future IMM student, to work at an Upward 
Basketball camp with a group of Americans.  They will leave July 5 for a week.  Zhenya will be translating for the 
camp, and Chris will help lead the day camp and evening activities.  It’s great to see Chris be able to use his love for 
basketball to share the truth with his peers.  He hopes to start a basketball ministry here in our neighborhood.   
 
With the end of school comes more freedom to travel.  We took a weekend trip to 
southern Ukraine, just barely into the Crimean Peninsula.  First, we visited Asconia 
Nova, a small village where Ruslan, one of Mark’s students, lives.  There is a 
national park of wild animals in this small village, and a quiet, shady arboretum. Two 
jewels of Ukraine in one day!  We soaked in the green grass and singing birds and 
open spaces!  We continued a few more miles to Armyansk, Artem’s home town.  
We enjoyed meeting with his family, church leaders and worshipping in his home 
church. 
 
June 17-24 we spent relaxing in Antalya, Turkey, right on the Mediterranean Sea! It was great to be away from 
concrete and traffic!  We enjoyed the sunrise over the sea, the restful pace, no cooking (or dishes!), swimming in the 
sea/pools and the view of Turkey’s rugged mountains.  One of the highlights was white water rafting through a 
beautiful river gorge, with clear blue, ice cold water!  Another memorable event was a hot hike to an ancient harbor 
in Antalya, perhaps where the Apostle Paul traveled!   

  
Our weekly Bible study continues to meet in our home, or Laura’s home.  This 
little group of about 6 students is becoming more like a family, as we read and 
study God’s Word and discuss how to apply it to our lives.  We finished the book 
of I John, and now Mark and Arkadiy are leading discussions on topics of interest 
to students, lately, dating and marriage.  The Biblical model of marriage is SO 
different from Ukrainian culture (and American culture!)  Pray for these students, 
to put into practice what they are learning when it feels like “swimming 
upstream!” 
 

Currently, evangelistic English camps are the center of our attention.  We are finalizing the details with Ukrainians 
and Americans for another amazing get-together of two cultures!  We are excited about the two great teams coming 
to help us from Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, Texas, South Carolina and South Africa!  (Anneke’s brother!)  A few 
team members need to go through training, and that will take place July 12.  Most of the first team arrives July 14, 
for “Youth” camp (Teens and University students) which will be July 16 - 25. Family camp team members arrive on 
August 2 and camp is August 5-14.  It will be great to see how God will work in and through these camps to 
“prepare the next generation of Ukrainians!” 



 
Praises this month: 
Mark :  Plans for our Fall missionary training institute are going very well!   
Kim :  A refreshing vacation in Turkey – physically, emotionally and spiritually 
Chris:  The financial support for the Upward basketball camp July 6-10!  Thank you!! 
Ben:  School is FINALLY over! 
Nate:  A fun trip to Turkey! 
Prayer Requests this month: 
Mark :  That God will prepare hearts for our English camps.   
Kim :  Strength and wisdom for our two English camps and hosting American teams 
Chris:  Working with new people at the Upwards BB camp 
Ben:  Pray the music team at camp will work well together.   
Nate:  English camps – leading English classes and Bible studies  
  
Thank you for your partnership and your prayers!  May it all result in more glory for God! 
Mark, Kim, Chris, Ben & Nate 
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The Huffmans, 2493 319th Lane NE, Cambridge, MN  55 008                   Mark@HuffmanNews.com  
 
For the color version of this letter with a few pictures, on the Internet go to:  
http://www.huffmannews.com/whatnow.htm and select the June 2008 Update.   
 
HUFFMAN FAMILY CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Mark@HuffmanNews.com 
US Address: 
        The Huffmans, 2493 319th Lane NE, Cambridge, MN  55008 
US Office/Support/Donation Address: 
        International Messengers, PO Box 618, Clear Lake IA 50428-0618 
Ukraine Mail Address:  (This is not where we live, but is the best way to get mail to us.)   

(Please do not send packages here.) 
Mark Huffman 
c/o Allukranina Association of Jewish Holocaust Survivors 
Odessa Jewish Cultural Center 
U1 Malaya Arnautskaya 46 Odessa      
UKRAINE 

Ukraine Phone:  
763-219-8150  This is a Cambridge, Minnesota Number that rings on our computer in Odessa with voice 
mail! 

Cell Phones:     
Mark Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4260 
Kim Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4261 
Chris Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4262 
Ben Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4263 
Nate Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4264 
(This is what you dial from the US.  If you are in Ukraine, don't dial the 011.)   
(From the US this can be an expensive call unless you get an International calling card or have an 
International calling plan.) 

Internet/Skype Phone: mdhuffman   
If you have high-speed Internet, we can talk over the Internet for free! Yes, it is free.   



                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Mark and Kim celebrate their 21st anniversary in Antalya, Turkey 
 
 
     

Celebrating Nate’s 12th birthday with the   
Huffman ice cream cake    
         
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ben and Nate teaching basketball                                                                  Chris almost made it down standing up! 
skills at school 72. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enjoying cold water and a 
beautiful view after a steamy 
walk to the Antalya harbor. 
 


