
Preparing the Next Generation of Leaders.  
2 Timothy 2:2 

Greetings from the Huffmans!       January/February 2008  
 
We are back in Odessa and enjoying a bigger and brighter home up in the sky.  
No, it’s not heaven on earth, but our new apartment on the 15th floor of a large, 
concrete, communist built apartment building!  It’s good to be settled and getting 
back into a routine again!  We did enjoy our time in the states visiting family and 
friends and churches.  The old “Cheers” song reverberates in my head, “You 
‘wanna’ be where everyone knows your name.”  There is something about being 
places where you are known, and that made this trip a great one for all 5 of us!  
We put on 5,000 miles, slept in 9 different beds, and spoke in 9 different 
churches, and saw 8 different doctors!  Busy?  Yes. Yet, we return encouraged 
and uplifted by the wonderful support we received from all of you!  Thank you!   

 
We continue to discover how differently society functions here.  Bribery and self-promotion 
are common.  For example:  Our church is constructing a new building next to the home 
where we currently meet.  They have been careful to follow the official procedures and 
requirements by the government, and plan to begin using one level of the building in April.  
Last month, it was discovered that all the homes and buildings in this neighborhood are 
scheduled to be torn down soon to make way for more-high rise apartments.  That means this 
building, approved to be built by the government, will soon be torn down by the government.  
How can this be?  Someone was making money off this new project and information about 
future plans was conveniently ignored.  Please pray for our church and it’s “home!” 
 

Mark is teaching four classes, 3 on personal ethics and 1 personnel management, at the Christian University.  He continues 
to enjoy the interaction with his many students – about 100 again this semester.  Our English clubs are back in progress.  
We taught our Ukrainian students about “cabin fever” and how to get rid of it.  They really enjoyed learning the hokey 
pokey and UNO!  We ended with the truth from Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 (complete with the original song from the Byrds) that 
in every season of our life, good-bad, enjoyable-going crazy, God has a plan.  Ecclesiastes 3:11 “He has made everything 
beautiful in its time.  He has set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to 
end.”  How we pray that our Ukrainian friends will begin to understand what God has done and IS doing!  
 
Mark and Artem are making many arrangements for our second annual basketball camp!  Now that Arkadiy is back, he 
will join in the final arrangements.  There are fifteen teenagers from Iowa, and two adults, arriving in two weeks, March 
22, to help us with this outreach in our neighborhood.  We plan to return to the same school, right across the street from us, 
and use basketball as a way to draw teenagers from our neighborhood into a relationship with us, and then into a 
relationship with their Creator. We are excited about these possibilities, and excited to work with this very willing-to serve-
youth group from Iowa again!  This week will also be spring break from our school as our boys enjoy interaction with 
other teenagers!  
Praises this month: 
Mark :  Enjoyable classes and ministry at the University!    
Kim :  For a bigger kitchen and dining room table to better serve our many guests! 
Chris:  For a bit of privacy – my own small “cave” where my desk just fits 
Ben:  For a great time in America with friends and family! 
Nate:  For our new apartment which has more room and we are settled in well.   
Prayer Requests this month: 
Mark :  Plans and relationships for the basketball camp.  For Americans to come to English Camps this summer.   
Kim :  For boldness, wisdom and love in relating to family, our team and Ukrainians. 
Chris:  For the kids to come to basketball camp and to be open to the Truth.   
Ben:  To learn the bass guitar.  (Ben is teaching himself – and doing well!) 
Nate:  Guitar lessons. 
Thank you for your partnership and your prayers!  May it all result in more glory for God! 
Mark, Kim, Chris, Ben & Nate 
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The Huffmans, 2493 319th Lane NE, Cambridge, MN  55 008                   Mark@HuffmanNews.com  

The view from our living room. 



 
For the color version of this letter with a few pictures, on the Internet go to:  
http://www.huffmannews.com/whatnow.htm and select the January/February 2008 Update.   
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Huffman boys in 
Manhattan, NY. 

Our “new” kitchen and dinning 
room. 

Woman’s Day in Odessa!  Picnic on the beach 
with Larisa and Masha.  Big day for flower sales. 

English Club and Bible 
Study. 



__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
HUFFMAN FAMILY CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 
We have a NEW phone number!  763-219-8150  This is a Cambridge, Minnesota Number that rings on our 
computer in Odessa with voice mail!  (We are usually 8 hours ahead of CST.)   
There are no international charges for calls made to this phone #.  It works the same as calling any phone number in 
Cambridge, Minnesota.  Give us a call!  If we don't answer, leave a message. 
 
Mark@HuffmanNews.com 
US Address: 
        The Huffmans, 2493 319th Lane NE, Cambridge, MN  55008 
US Office/Support/Donation Address: 
        International Messengers, PO Box 618, Clear Lake IA 50428-0618 
Ukraine Mail Address:  (This is not where we live, but is the best way to get mail to us.)   

(Please do not send packages here.) 
Mark Huffman 
c/o Allukranina Association of Jewish Holocaust Survivors 
Odessa Jewish Cultural Center 
U1 Malaya Arnautskaya 46 Odessa      
UKRAINE 

Ukraine Phone:  
763-219-8150  This is a Cambridge, Minnesota Number that rings on our computer in Odessa with voice mail! 

Cell Phones:     
Mark Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4260 
Kim Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4261 
Chris Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4262 
Ben Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4263 
Nate Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4264 
(This is what you dial from the US.  If you are in Ukraine, don't dial the 011.)   
(From the US this can be an expensive call unless you get an International calling card or have an 
International calling plan.) 

Internet/Skype Phone: mdhuffman   
If you have high-speed Internet, we can talk over the Internet for free! Yes, it is free.   
See www.Skype.com 

 


