
Preparing the Next Generation of Leaders.  
2 Timothy 2:2 

Greetings from the Huffmans!             March/April 2008  
 
Easter has finally come to Ukraine!  The shops are selling Easter bread and baking 
supplies, egg dye and Easter baskets, fresh tulips and daffodils.  The tradition is to 
fill a basket with loaves of round, frosted Easter bread, meats, cheese and eggs.  
People line the sidewalks in front of orthodox churches waiting for the priest to 
bless their baskets with holy water. In a city of almost 1.5 million people, this 
happens repeatedly on Easter morning!  Then the baskets of food are taken to 
friends and relatives homes where people spend the day visiting and feasting.  
 
This day many Ukrainians will attend a church service with the traditional greeting 
“Christ is Risen.” But do they really understand the wonderful implication of a 
Risen Lord?  John 11:25  “Jesus said, ‘I am the Resurrection and the life, he who 
believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me 
will never die!’”  This again reminds us why we are here, that Ukrainians may 
believe in Christ and find everlasting life!   It is the goal of all our ministry.  
  
We have enjoyed many guests in the past month!  March 31 we put the 17 members of the Iowa basketball team on 
the airplane to head back to Iowa.  We had a GREAT camp this year.  Things went well with the school (we had 
many problems last year) and we had a good turnout.  The Iowans served wonderfully, at our neighborhood 
basketball camp, the Christian University and with our English club.  Several of the teenagers took leadership roles 
this year and did a good job living and sharing the Gospel with our neighbor kids and University students.   
 
On April 5 we met with friends Teresa and Barb from Healing Hearts Ministries in the US, to make arrangements 
for their time speaking about abortion at the University.  They did a great job sharing the truth about taking a painful 
event in the life of a woman and using it as a path to healing in God’s Word.   
 
Then we had Darwin and Darlis, Brent and Kim, all with International Messengers, here in Odessa.  It was an 
encouraging week for us to have them visit and listen and see what life is like here in Odessa.  This week, we have 
enjoyed meeting Japanese guests at our church!  They are supporters of our Japanese Pastor, Masato, and came for 
the opening of our new church building.  It’s great to see believers coming together from many countries to reach 
people with the Good News of salvation!   
 
Also, our new team mate Laura Hermans (pictured here with Rosa), arrived for a 5 
month internship with International Mesengers.  It’s great to have her enthusiasm and 
input into our regular ministries with students, English clubs and Bible study.  One of 
her first experiences was traveling to the House of Hope in Pridnestrovie.  We had the 
privilege of spending the day with about 25 children spinning, swinging, running, 
playing, singing, holding them, and teaching them about the God who loves them.  It’s 
a full day of serving, but so rewarding!  It was a great pleasure to give them the Easter 
bags that many of you put together and sent for them.  They were delighted to be 
remembered by their unseen and praying American friends!  Thank you! 
 
The Biblical Counseling Institute satellite training center is officially meeting here in our living room.  Besides the 
first students, Arkadiy and Artem, Laura has joined in, as well as two others, Curt and Julia.  It will be interesting to 
see what God does with this ministry in the future! 
 
Mark and Ben will be heading to Romania April 25, along with Laura and Arkadiy and three Ukrainians.  Their 
destination is an Aviation Camp.  They are excited not only to fly airplanes, but to be a part of sharing the Good 
News of salvation with adventurous young people who are drawn to such a camp!  Pray especially for our Ukrainian 
neighbors, Andre and Geidar, who are traveling with Mark and Ben. 



 
Our preparations for summer camps are moving ahead.  We really need more Americans for our “Youth” Camp 
which is for Ukrainians 14 to 25 years old.  The travel dates for the camp are July 13-27.  If you are interested, let us 
know ASAP.  The deadline to signup is past, but we can still squeeze you in.  As we begin signing up campers, 
please pray for God to bring us in touch with the right people.   
 
Thank YOU for your continued support and prayers for us as we strive to serve God in such a different and often 
difficult place!  We wouldn’t be here if weren’t for you! 
 
Praises this month: 
Mark :  The group of young men in our weekly discipleship group, and their desire to grow spiritually. 
Kim :  It looks like we’ll be joining a small Christian school next fall!  It’s great to have Anneke & Laura here! 
Chris:  I’ve been able to hang out with Misha and a few of his friends. 
Ben:  Basketball camp went well and was really fun! 
Nate:  My computer is FINALLY working!  (It was sick for months!) 
Prayer Requests this month: 
Mark :  Summer camp plans and God to provide the right campers. 
Kim :  Discouragement about learning the Russian language.  It’s a SLOW process for me. 
Chris:  Making decisions about classes next fall.  I’d like to take an online college course.   
Ben:  A safe trip to Romania and back (May 4-5), and a successful aviation camp. 
Nate:  A good end to the school year. 
Thank you for your partnership and your prayers!  May it all result in more glory for God! 
Mark, Kim, Chris, Ben & Nate 
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The Huffmans, 2493 319th Lane NE, Cambridge, MN  55 008                   Mark@HuffmanNews.com  
 
For the color version of this letter with a few pictures, on the Internet go to:  
http://www.huffmannews.com/whatnow.htm and select the January/February 2008 Update.   
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

Darwin and Brent with some 
guys at English club. Kim Soper teaching a lesson on 

force and motion at BSA. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Vika and her new Easter toy ! Hanging out at the House of Hope!  Easter bags renew the hope of 
love and friendship!  Thanks! 

Our new Japanese friends Japanese “Ten-Pura”  It was 
as tasty as it looks! 

Teresa, Barb, Natasha, Mark 
and Artem at the University 

       It was Brilliant!   
 (Chris’ favorite saying) 

Sunday afternoon English 
club, laughing, & hopefully 
learning! 



HUFFMAN FAMILY CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 
We have a NEW phone number!  763-219-8150  This is a Cambridge, Minnesota Number that rings on 
our computer in Odessa with voice mail!  (We are usually 8 hours ahead of CST.)   
There are no international charges for calls made to this phone #.  It works the same as calling any phone 
number in Cambridge, Minnesota.  Give us a call!  If we don't answer, leave a message. 
 
Mark@HuffmanNews.com 
US Address: 
        The Huffmans, 2493 319th Lane NE, Cambridge, MN  55008 
US Office/Support/Donation Address: 
        International Messengers, PO Box 618, Clear Lake IA 50428-0618 
Ukraine Mail Address:  (This is not where we live, but is the best way to get mail to us.)   

(Please do not send packages here.) 
Mark Huffman 
c/o Allukranina Association of Jewish Holocaust Survivors 
Odessa Jewish Cultural Center 
U1 Malaya Arnautskaya 46 Odessa      
UKRAINE 

Ukraine Phone:  
763-219-8150  This is a Cambridge, Minnesota Number that rings on our computer in Odessa with voice 
mail! 

Cell Phones:     
Mark Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4260 
Kim Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4261 
Chris Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4262 
Ben Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4263 
Nate Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4264 
(This is what you dial from the US.  If you are in Ukraine, don't dial the 011.)   
(From the US this can be an expensive call unless you get an International calling card or have an 
International calling plan.) 

Internet/Skype Phone: mdhuffman   
If you have high-speed Internet, we can talk over the Internet for free! Yes, it is free.   
See www.Skype.com 

 
 


