
Preparing the Next Generation of Leaders.  
2 Timothy 2:2 

Greetings from the Huffmans!             May 2009  

Ben enjoying the view in the Crimean Mountains, southern Ukraine.  The top of the Tatra Mountains in southern Poland. 
 
“I lift my eyes to the hills, where does my help come from?  My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and 
earth.”(Psalm 121:1-2) 
 
Now and then we get to glimpse the beauty of nature.  In April, we were able to “lift our eyes to the hills” and be 
reminded that our help does not come from the hills, but our help comes from the great God who created the hills 
and the mountains!  What a picture Scripture gives us of the abundant power of God, more than enough to help us!  
It is in Him we find our hope.  It has been a while since some of you have heard from us, so we hope you will enjoy 
this update as it gets you caught up on what is going on here.   
 
There is not much hope in Odessa.  The government lacks leadership and power.  Under the current world financial 
crisis, we see businesses failing, people getting laid off and we see broken, hopeless families struggling to survive.  
But hope is exactly what the next generation and the city of Odessa needs.  And so, the little church in our home (7 
months old now!) adopted the name Living Hope.  Living Hope is the picture we desire to live in front of each 
other and in our neighborhood as our hope is not in the hills, our hope is not in finances, but our hope is in the 
Creator of them all!  
 
Our Biblical Training Institute  is in full swing at Living Hope, with 3 different groups meeting during the week.  
Two groups have finished the first book about becoming a disciple, and are moving onto the second book about 
belonging to a family of families – the church.  As these disciples grow in their faith and understanding, their desire 
to serve also grows.  The worship team under the leadership of interns Danny and Kostya is slowing expanding, and 
this last trip to the orphanage had 7 Ukrainians and Kim (the only “foreigner”) 
going with a heart to serve the children and staff!   
 
A very exciting ministry of Living Hope is Upward Soccer, which interns we 
began in our neighborhood April 25th.  Upward is an international organization 
using sports as a way to teach children the truth of God’s Word, good 
sportsmanship, and skills in sports.  This is a VERY new idea here in Odessa, and 
the turnout was smaller than we desired.  But as our church comes and serves 
these kids and their parents every week, it is slowly growing.  One Saturday 
morning, a father came to “check it out.”  He is Muslim, and wanted to be sure 
his son, “Mohammed” was being taught the truth.  He was amazingly receptive to 
the Bible; somehow he has combined it with the Koran and the Talmud into his 
own theology.  Praise God for the opportunity to speak the truth into this family 
on the soccer field! 
 

Sergey sharing the Gospel 
at Upward soccer while a 
parent listens in. 



Also part of Living Hope is the weekly Bible study and English club, as a way to reach out to new students and 
draw them into our “family.” 
 
Our three boys are full of hope as the end of school approaches!  They will finish May 29th.  It’s been a good year of 
growth for them academically as well as in their character.  They are looking forward to not spending two hours a 
day commuting to class.  They continue to be a vital part of ministry here in Odessa.  Chris and Ben are involved in 
the Biblical Training Institute, Upward Soccer and the Worship Team.  Nate helps with many logistics in preparing 
our home for a worship service Sunday mornings.   
 
As we look to the summer ahead, we feel a need to shift our eyes back to the hills, and the Creator of those hills.  
Our summer plans loom like a mountain before us!  But we take hope in this promise:  “If you have faith as small as 
a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘move from here to there’ and it will move.  Nothing will be impossible 
for you.”  Jesus words in Matthew 17:20.  
 
June 30 we have a group of about 30 Americans with Royal Servants coming for 3 weeks to help us proclaim 
living hope in our neighborhood through street ministry and basketball.  We are excited about this new opportunity, 
and how God will use it to bring hope to our neighborhood of 250,000 people!  In late July and early August, many 
more Americans(!) will arrive to help us with our annual Evangelistic English Camps.  English camps are a primary 
way of building new relationships with and helping Ukrainians.  There are many, many logistics and details that go 
into planning all of these summer events and taking care of those who come to help us.  Please pray that God will 
move the mountain of obstacles that block the way, that He may accomplish the impossible through us and our team 
this summer, and that He would use us to bring more hope to this hopeless nation. 
 
We are thankful for the new American team mates that will be joining us this summer – John and Patti Sharer will 
relocate from Kiev to Odessa in June.  Anna Hunsucker will join us from the US in July.   
 
Praises this month: 
Mark :  It has been a demanding spring, but a great time of work and service.   
Kim :  It has been great to have a female friend who is a medical student help and translate for me with my many 
doctor appointments.  (See Kim’s prayer request below.)  
Chris:  There is one week of school left. 
Ben:  There is one week of school left! 
Nate:  There is one week of school left!! 
 . 
Prayer Requests this month: 
Mark :  Many summer plans, and ministry opportunities.  Please pray that we will be faithful stewards. 
Kim :  Health.  Daily headaches, some strong, are a part of my life.  So far medical testing has revealed no reasons, 
which is good (nothing SERIOUS!) but it’s also frustrating.  Pray for relief, endurance and joy. 
Chris:  Pray that I will be able to serve with Upward Basketball in western Ukraine this June again.   
Ben:  Pray that we will have a good vacation in Sweden in June.   
Nate:  That all of our summer plans will work out well.   
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Kim, Anya & Alyona after Bible study.  Paul, Nate, Chris & Ben messing 
around at the Senior Dinner. 



The Huffmans, 2493 319th Lane NE, Cambridge, MN  55 008                   Mark@HuffmanNews.com  
For the color version of this letter with a few pictures, on the Internet go to:  
http://www.huffmannews.com/whatnow.htm and select the May 2009 Update.   
 

Mark playing soccer. At least he is 
trying to play soccer. 

Chris helping Mohammad 
spin the ball on his finger. 

Danny leading warm-ups at Upward Soccer. 

Ben (far right) singing and playing 
after a worship service. 

Marina, our church’s missionary, at 
the orphanage in Pridenestrovie. 

Alosha and Alona at the orphanage. 

I thought this was a soccer game? 



 
HUFFMAN FAMILY CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Mark@HuffmanNews.com 
US Address: 
        The Huffmans, 2493 319th Lane NE, Cambridge, MN  55008 
US Office/Support/Donation Address: 
        International Messengers, PO Box 618, Clear Lake IA 50428-0618 
Ukraine Mail Address:  (This the best way to get mail to us.)   

(Please do not send packages here.) 
Mark Huffman, 21 Glyshko #85, Odessa Ukraine 65104      

Ukraine Phone:  
763-219-8150  This is a Cambridge, Minnesota Number that rings on our computer in Odessa with voice 
mail! 

Cell Phones:     
Mark Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4260 
Kim Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4261 
Chris Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4262 
Ben Cell: 011-38 (063) 779-4263 
Nate Cell: 011-38 (063) 824-5512  
(This is what you dial from the US.  If you are in Ukraine, don't dial the 011.)   
(From the US this can be an expensive call unless you get an International calling card or have an 
International calling plan.) 

Internet/Skype Phone: mdhuffman   
If you have high-speed Internet, we can talk over the Internet for free! Yes, it is free.   


